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Annual Report for 1929
Presented'by the General Secretaries to the A. I. C. C. in Lahore
on the 27th December 1929.
The principal resolution passed by the Calcutta Congress last year dealt with the
All Parties Committee's Report. In this resolution the scheme for an Indian constitu-
tion drawn up by this Committee was approved and the Congress expressed its,
willingness to adopt it, subject to the British Parliament accepting it in its entirety
on or before the 3ist December 1929. In the event of its non-acceptance by that
date, or its earlier rejection, it was stated that the Congress would organise a
campaign of non-violent non-co-operation by advising the country to refuse taxation
and in such other manner as may be decided upon. A further resolution laid
down the constructive and organisational programme to be followed during the
year. These resolutions have governed the activity of the Congress organisatioa
during the year. It has been generally'.recognised that the next year would see a
great national struggle and efforts have been made to prepare for it.
2. Another marked feature of the year has been the reaction of the Government
to these resolutions, aa well as to the general situation in the country and specially
labour disputes. There has been an intensification of the policy of repression all
over the country and Congressmen and labour leaders have been arrested and
tried and convicted to long terms of imprisonment. Many important trials are
still proceeding. House searches by the police have been of the most frequent
occurrence and police charges on unarmed and peaceful processions and individuals,
accompanied with the effective use of the baton, have taken place on several
occasion-.
 3.	Immediately after the Congress sessions in Calcutta the Working Committee
appointed a number of sub-committees to give effect to the Congress programme.
Committees were formed for  the  boycott  of   foreign  cloth,  prohibition,  removal of
untouchability, -Congress  organisation,   volunteers,  and  the  removal of disabilities
of women.    The last named sub-committee has apparently done no work and has
submitted no report.
 4.	The Volunteer sub-committee  made various recommendations, in particular
recommending that the  Hindustani Seva Dal be strengthened and should be fully
utilised for training volunteers for national work.
5.	TLe Foreign Cloth Boycott Committee under the chairmanship of Mr.  M. K,
Gatidhi  and  with   Mr. Jairamdas  Doulatram as its able and effective secretary, has
functioned throughout the year and  carried  on ceaseless activity in  favour of the
bfe^cott    Mr. Jairamdas resigned his membership of the Bombay Council in order
to devote himself wholly to.the work of the  boycott and  fixed   the  headquarters of
Ms committee in Bombay.   The Committee developed direct contacts with provincial
and district congress   committees and issued  numerous   pamphlets and leaflets.
Early in the year numerous bonfires of foreign cloth took place.    One of these in
Calcutta resulted in the prosecution by government of Gandhiji   and some Bengal
, leaders.   There was a conviction and a small fine,
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6    Mr. Jairamdas's  work was hampered to a considerable extent by the lack of
lar reports from local Congress committees.      The office of the  A. I. C. C. has
to suffer from this reluctance   to send reports.     It is not sufficiently realised
committees that the basis of organisational  work is regular and detailed
"spke of this difficulty, however, the   Foreign  Cloth Boycott Committee
a large measure.  ^Mauy municipalities and merchants and large number
induced by it to join   the boycott movement.   The demand for
that in spke of greatly increased production, it could   not be

